
Carting Divisions, Rules and Titles 

SECTION 1 

Description of Sport:  Carting is a dog sport which uses a series of exercises designed 
to develop and demonstrate the natural abilities of canines in a working capacity 
involving drafting and hauling. Exercises will highlight the performance of these 
exercises intended to demonstrate the skills resulting from both ability and training 
which are applicable to realistic work situations. Tasks must be accomplished with 
efficiency, enthusiasm and willingness, thus demonstrating the enjoyment of the work 
in a combination of controlled teamwork with the handler and natural abilities. Any dog 
with the ability and in good structure and health may compete in carting with Canines 
and Humans United, LLC. 

SECTION 2 
 
Entry Requirements:  

1) Definitions:  The term “dog” applies to dogs of both sexes. The term “Brace” 
applies to a handler and two (2) dogs. The term “Team” applies to a handler and 
one (1) or two (2) dogs.  

2) Breed: CHU Carting & Drafting is open to all breeds, purebred, mixed breed, 
and size of dog. As long as the dog meets the requirements as written in these 
rules and guidelines and is in good structure and health. All dogs competing 
must meet all requirements. 

3) Age:  The Carting/Draft Test may entered by dogs eighteen months (18) or older 
on the day of the test. 

4) Weight Certificates:  All dogs shall send a veterinarian’s certificate(s) stating the 
dog is in good structure and health, that the dog should suffer no harm in 
carting and/or drafting due to the dog’s inherent physical structure or prior 
injury. This certificate must document the dog’s weight sixty (60) days prior to 
the competition. 

5) Brace Teams:  The two (2) dogs competing do not need to be owned by same 
owner/person. A separate entry form and Weight Certificate for each dog must 
be completed and stapled together. Each dog paired, must have a Brace 
Registration with Canines and Humans United, LLC. 

 
SECTION 3 
 
Handler Requirements: 

1) Arrival Time:  Teams should arrive at the Draft Test at least one (1) hour prior to 
the scheduled start of the judging. This allows time for the equipment check and 
Freight Haul weight checks. Teams must be on time or forfeit the entry. Judges 
are ordered not to wait for late entries. 

2) Commands:  Multiple commands, signals and verbal praise may be used in any 
and all exercises of the Draft Test, except as specified. Between exercises verbal 
and physical praise is allowed, but, physical praise is to be controlled – if 
excessive may cause failure. 



3) Food and Toys:  Food is allowed at the end of each section of the test, not during 
or used as a lure. Toys follow food rules. 

4) Handlers:   One handler shall exhibit their team, unless they have more than one 
team entered. The handler may designate prior to start of competition a 
substitute handler for the group exercises only.  

5) Control:  All dogs entered must be under control at all times. All dogs must be on 
leash or crated when not competing.  

6) Warm-Up Time:  Teams are allowed a 5 minute warm-up, all on leash, not 
hitched to a draft rig prior to the ring exercises. Prior to the group exercises, dogs 
may be hitched to their draft rigs and warmed up on leash for an additional 5 
minutes to verify and adjust the balance of the freight haul load. 

7) Risk: The handler entering a dog in a Draft Test does so at his/her own risk and 
agrees to abide by the Canines and Humans United, LLC Carting and Drafting 
Test Regulations, all hold harmless rules apply. 

 
SECTION 4 
 
Equipment Requirements: 

1) Handler’s Responsibility:  Handler’s must provide their own draft rigs, traces, 
harnesses and tie-downs or other means of securing a load in their particular 
draft rig for the Distance Freight Haul and the Loading and Unloading Exercise. 
The same draft rig must be used for all exercises. The condition of this equipment 
is the responsibility of the handler. The equipment, i.e., collar and harness, must 
fit the dog/s properly and be in good repair. Judges may excuse a team from 
competition if the equipment is deemed inadequate or faulty.  Handlers may 
bring their own Distance Freight Haul loads if they wish. Loads must be verified 
and approved by the Judge and Judge Staff. Except as specified, the Practical 
Draft Work exercises are performed with an empty draft rig. Light weight 
decorations are allowed on or in the draft rig, but the dog may not perform the 
Practical Draft Work exercises while pulling the Freight Haul weight load. No 
person or animal of any age may serve as a freight load.  

2) Draft Rigs:  Since draft work is performed in a variety of climates and situations, 
any of the following draft rigs may be used:    

a) Cart 
b) Wagon 
c) Sled 
d) Toboggan 
e) Travois 

 
Each of these pieces of equipment must be equipped such that the draft rig 
cannot run up on the dog when hauling downhill. The only acceptable brace hitch 
is one dog beside the other, coupled or uncoupled. Judge may make a judgment 
call if a custom fabrication is deemed safe and sound. 

3) Collars and Leads:  Dogs must wear well-fitting plain buckle or martingale 
collars. No quick release, slip chain, or prong collars permitted. Leashes must be 
of fabric or leather and need only be of sufficient length to provide adequate 



slack. In Brace Draft Novice the dogs may be individually leashed or coupled with 
a single lead. The equipment must fit the dog/s. 

4) If at any time during the test the equipment breaks down in a manner that could 
not be have been anticipated by the handler, the judges may allow the handler to 
make an emergency repair. The repair must be made within ten (10) minutes 
with materials that the handler carries or carries in the draft apparatus. The 
handler must make the repairs without assistance from others and at the site of 
breaking down. 

 
SECTION 5 
 
Disqualifications and Ineligibility Requirements: 

1. Lame dogs or dogs that have been taped or bandaged in any way or have anything 
attached to them for medical purposes are not permitted to compete. 

2. Bitches in Season: Bitches in season are not permitted to compete or be on or 
near the test grounds. 

3. Dogs The May Not Compete: Any dog not meeting all of the requirements set 
forth.  

4. Late arrivals. 
5. Use of food. 
6. Aggressive dogs inside or outside of ring. 
7. Any handler that deliberately interferes with another handler or dog. 
8. Any handler who behaves in an unsportsmanlike manner in or outside the testing 

area. Unsportsmanlike behavior includes but is not limited to: directing 
angry/abusive language at a person or dog, mistreating any dog, showing 
discourtesies to judges, test officials, stewards or others. 

9. Equipment that does not meet safe working standards as set forth by judge/s on 
trial date. 

 
SECTION 6      
 
Classes Defined:  There are three (3) classes for individual dogs, (Individual Division) 
– Draft Dog Novice, Draft Dog Intermediate and Open Draft. There are three classes for 
brace competitions, (Team Division) – Brace Draft Dog Novice, Brace Draft Dog 
Intermediate and Brace Draft Dog Open. 
 

a) Draft Dog Novice: The Novice Draft class shall be for dogs which have not 
earned the CHU Draft Dog Novice title (CHUDDN) or have earned the CHU Draft 
Dog Novice title (CHUDDN) but have not earned the CHU Draft Dog 
Intermediate title (CHUDDI) or the CHU Draft Dog Open title (CHUDDO). All 
exercises except the recall, harnessing, hitching and group stays are performed 
on leash, however, the leash must be visibly slack and is not to be used to 
physically guide the dog during the exercises. Guiding, jerking or excessive tight 
leash will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on leash when 
waiting in the ring before and after the Group Stay and when in the ring to 
receive awards. The draft apparatus shall be empty or be loaded for no more than 
5 pounds for stability of apparatus only.  



b) Draft Dog Intermediate: The Intermediate Draft class shall be for dogs which 
have  earned the CHU Draft Dog Novice title (CHUDDN) or have earned the CHU 
Draft Dog Intermediate title (CHUDDI) and not the CHU Draft Dog Open title 
(CHUDDO). All exercises except the recall, harnessing, hitching and group stays 
are performed on leash, however, the leash must be visibly slack and is not to be 
used to physically guide the dog during the exercises. Guiding, jerking or 
excessive tight leash will result in a failing performance. Dogs may be kept on 
leash when waiting in the ring before and after the Group Stay and when in the 
ring to receive awards. The draft apparatus shall be loaded with one half (1/2) the 
required as listed for the requirements for the dogs weight class. 

c) Draft Dog Open:  The Open Draft class shall be for dogs which have earned 
either the CHU Draft Dog Novice title (CHUDDN) and the CHU Draft Dog 
Intermediate title (CHUDDI) or have earned the CHU Draft Dog Open title 
(CHUDDI). All exercises are performed off leash and carts are loaded with full 
weight as required for dog’s weight class. Dogs may be kept on leash when 
waiting in the ring before the Group Stay and when in the ring to receive awards. 

d) Brace Draft Dog Novice: The Brace Draft Dog Novice shall be for dogs which 
have individually earned their CHU Draft Dog Novice (CHUDDNBR). All 
exercises are the same as those of Novice Draft. 

e) Brace Draft Dog Intermediate: The Brace Draft Dog Intermediate shall be 
for dogs which have individually earned their CHU Draft Dog Novice 
(CHUDDNBR) and their CHU Draft Dog Intermediate (CHUDDIBR). All 
exercises are the same as those of Intermediate Draft. 

f) Brace Draft Dog Open: The Brace Draft Dog Open shall be for dogs which 
have individually earned the CHU Brace Draft Dog Novice, CHU Brace Draft Dog 
Intermediate (CHUDDNBR, CHUDDIBR) titles and may or may not have earned 
the CHU Brace Draft Dog Open (CHUDD) title. All exercises are the same as 
those of Open Draft. 

 
SECTION 7 
 
Divisions Defined: CHU Carting/Drafting is open to virtually all breeds with approval 
from their veterinarians. Consequently, there must be different weight divisions to 
accommodate the variety of breeds competing. The following is the guidelines for which 
divisions dogs will be placed based upon the weight of the dog. It is up to the handlers to 
enter their dogs into the correct divisions and classes, if information is not correct on 
day of trial, their dogs may be disqualified. 
 
Division (weight of dog)        Freight Load Weight 
  
Lightweight          
15 - 30 lbs.    5 lbs. up to 10 lbs.   
Middleweight 
31 – 50 lbs.   15 lbs. up to 20 lbs.  
Heavyweight 
51 – 70 lbs.   25 lbs. up to 30 lbs. 
Super Heavyweight 



71 – 90 lbs.   35 lbs. up to 40 lbs. 
Giant 
91 lbs. – 110 lbs.  45 lbs. up to 50 lbs. 
Goliath 
111 lbs. – up   50 lbs. up to 65 lbs. 
 
SECTION 8  
 
Competition Site/Ring Size:  The ring for Basic Control and Obedience exercises 
shall be rectangular and a minimum of 50’ X 50’, fifty by fifty feet. The terrain should be 
flat.  This ring shall be defined by ring gates, ropes or snow-fencing and poles/stakes. 
The ring entrance shall be a minimum of six (6) feet wide or twelve (12) inches wider 
than the widest measurement recorded during the equipment check, whichever is 
widest.  Only members of the Draft Test Committee, Judges and Stewards shall have 
unlimited access to this area. Handlers and their dogs are permitted in the area only 
when they are called for testing. Spectators are not allowed in this area at any time.  
 
Distance Freight Haul Course:  The length of this course must be a minimum of one 
half mile and a maximum of one mile in length. It must be clearly marked and should 
ideally include both uphill and downhill slopes and changes of terrain.  
 
SECTION 9 
 
Spectators:  Spectators are not permitted inside of any competition ring/area. 
Applause is encouraged as is cheering for the dog. Spectators are not to interfere with 
the performance of any dog in any way. Judges’ discretion is to be used to determine 
interference.  Spectators with dogs are not permitted near any competition area within 
15 feet.   
 
Double Handling: Double handling or interference is not permitted. If a judge notices 
assistance or interference while a handler and dog are performing, the judge must act 
promptly to stop the double handling or interference. If the circumstances warrant the 
judge shall mark the dog failed for the exercise when aid is received.  
 
SECTION 10  
 
Qualifying and Dis-Qualifying Performance: All scoring for dogs performing 
assigned tasks will be scored as “Q” for Qualifying or “DQ” for Disqualifying. Further, 
each score will have a 1 to 5 rating, with a 5 being the highest and 1 being the lowest. 
Only one judge will give a numeric rating for each exercise performed and both judges 
will give a “Q” or “DQ”. Both judges must award a “Q” for the dog to qualify. The dog 
must pass all sections of draft test to have a qualifying trial. Final score will rate the 
dog’s placement for awards. Keep in mind, a dog’s ability to perform assigned tasks with 
its handler is the primary quality emphasized in a Draft Test. In addition, the judge will 
consider a dog’s willingness and smoothness of performance. A dog that willingly 
completes each task within a reasonable time period and without physical assistance 



should be marked as qualified. The judges will inform entrants if they pass or fail at the 
completion of each series of exercises.  
 
SECTION 11 
 
Qualifying Scores, Awards and Titles: For a dog or dogs to receive a qualifying 
performance, both judges must mark the dog with a passing performance for each 
exercise in the division entered. To earn a title, both judges must pass the dog and 
handler on all exercises in either the Individual or Team Divisions (Brace). A dog or 
dogs receiving titles may use the title in any Canines and Humans United event. For 
example, a dog that has passed the CHU Draft Dog Novice trial may use CHUDDN after 
its name. A dog that re-qualifies either at the individual or brace level will add the 
number of re-qualifications up to 4. A dog may compete/re-qualify in Novice and 
Intermediate up to 4 times only, and then they must move up to the next division. The 
Open class can be competed in indefinitely. The following are the CHU Carting/Drafting 
Titles: 
 
CHU Draft Dog Novice:        CHUDDN, CHUDDN1, CHUDDN2, CHUDDN3, CHUDDN4 

CHU Draft Dog Intermediate:  CHUDDI, CHUDDI1, CHUDDI2, CHUDDI3, CHUDDI4  
CHU Draft Dog Open:        CHUDDO, CHUDDO1, CHUDDO2, CHUDDO3, CHUDDO4 

CHU Draft Dog Open re-qualifying levels: 
5 - 10 Re-qualifies = Expert:  CHUDDOE, CHUDDOE1, CHUDDOE2, CHUDDOE3, CHUDDOE5 

11 – up Re-qualifies = Champion:  CHUDDOCH  
 
Qualifying Scores: Judges scoring all competing dogs will use a numeric rating and a 
“Q” rating system, (a 1 to 5 rating), with a 5 being the highest and 1 being the lowest. 
Only one judge will give a numeric rating for each exercise performed and both judges 
will give a “Q” or “DQ”. Both judges must award a “Q” for the dog to qualify. The dog 
must pass all sections of draft test to have a qualifying trial. Final score will rate the 
dogs’ placement for awards. 
 
Disqualifying Reasons Common to All Exercises: The Judges will mark competitors with 
a disqualifying performance during any portion of the trial for the following reasons: 

1. Any dog that is not under the handler’s control. 
2. A dog that upsets the draft apparatus. 
3. A dog that urinates while being tested, except during the freight haul with a limit 

of one occurrence. 
4. A dog that defecates while being tested, except during the freight haul with a limit 

of one occurrence and the handler must clean up immediately. 
5. The handler or dog in violation of any specific test site regulations. 
6. A handler who yells at his dog at any time to maintain control of his dog, inside or 

outside of the testing area. 
7. The handler who abuses the dog or fails to show consideration for the dog’s 

welfare, physically or psychologically. 
8. Any unsportsmanlike behavior. 

 
 



SECTION 12 
 
Individual Division Exercises: The teams, one dog and one handler, will be tested 
in the following areas; 

A. Basic Control (Heeling pattern, recall, and group one minute down) 
B. Harnessing, Hitching & Equipment Check 
C. Hitched Stay & Freight Load and Unload  
D. Maneuvering Course & Basic Commands 
E. Distance Freight Haul 
F. Distractions 

** A is part of Novice only, E is not part of the Novice test, F can be anywhere 
throughout entire test** 
 

A. Basic Control: The handler and dog are tested to verify the handler’s control 
over the dog on and off lead. The dog is not hitched during this portion of the 
test. Handlers are permitted to talk and to encourage their dog during the 
exercises. Extra hand signals, voice commands, and praise are acceptable on the 
motion exercises, including the sits during the heeling pattern. There are three 
parts to this part of the test, the heeling pattern, the recall and a group one 
minute down. Further explanation of these parts are as follows; 

a) Heeling Pattern: The judge will determine the order of the commands and the 
calling judge will call the same pattern for each dog and handler. The dog must 
heel within and arm’s reach of the handler. Handler may not touch the dog to 
guide, but, may talk, command and encourage the dog to perform. The judge will 
call the following commands:  forward, slow, fast, normal, right turn, left turn, 
about turn, halt, and exercise finished. Failure to change pace will not 
automatically result in a DQ, the numeric scoring will not be above a 3. 

b) Recall: This portion is off lead. The dog must stay in place until recalled by 
handler, at which time the dog will recall across the full length of the ring, 
approximately 40 feet.  The dog must respond on first call or first signal to come, 
the response must be within 10 seconds. The handler may use a simultaneous 
voice and hand signal. Extra voice and hand signals will be permitted without 
disqualification once the dog begins to move. The dog must recall and sit in front 
of the handler. The judges calls are: sit your dog, leave your dog when ready, call 
your dog,  and exercise finished. The dog is not required to finish. 

c) One Minute Down: This is a group exercise and will be performed off lead at 
the same distance as the recall. Handlers may manually place their dogs in a 
down before the judge gives the “leave your dog” command. The handler will 
remove the lead and place the lead behind the dog. Upon being ordered to return 
to your dog, the handler must walk around the dog, pick up the lead and re-leash 
their dog. Handler may call the dog to a sit before re-leashing. The judges calls 
are: down your dogs, leave your dogs, return to your dogs, and exercise finished.  

 
 
 
 
 



(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Basic Control 
 
Heeling:  

 Handler constantly adapting to the dogs pace 

 Dog forges constantly 

 Dog leaves the ring 

 Dog is unruly or unmanageable 

 Dog must be physically handled by the handler during the heeling pattern 

 Dog eliminates in the ring 
Recall: 

 Dog does not stay when told to do so, changing position from a sit to a down is 
not considered a DQ, point value will be no more than a 2. 

 Dog does not respond to the first “come” command 

 Dog does not go to the handler 

 Dog goes to handler, but remains out of arms reach 

 Dog leaves the ring 

 Dog must be physically handled by the handler 
One Minute Down: 

 Dog moves more than a body length while in down position 

 Dog sits or stands any time before the handler returns to heel position or calls the 
dog up for leashing 

 Dog fouls in ring 
 

B. Harnessing, Hitching & Equipment Check: It is important that the handler 
understand the equipment that the dog uses. It is critical the equipment fits 
properly and is in safe good repair, as the dog has no recourse if the equipment is 
poor. The equipment consists of the harness, draft apparatus and any traces or 
tack required. Prior to the official beginning of the exercise, the handler brings 
the draft equipment, including the harness to the Ring Steward. The Ring 
Steward places the empty draft apparatus with the harness in the test area 
according to the judge’s instructions, approximately 20 feet from start area. This 
is the equipment that will be used for this portion of the test and the remainder of 
the test without substitution of any part. The following is the order and judge’s 
instructions; 
a) The dog and handler are ordered to the edge of test area, the judges instruct 

the handler to harness and hitch their dog. The handler moves the start area, 
prearranged for the entire class by the judge, commands dog to stay and 
leaves the dog for the harness. The handler returns to the dog with the 
harness. The handler may choose to leave the dog in a sit, down or stand.  

b) The judge instructs the team to back up. Handler commands the dog to back 
up. The dog must back a distance of at least 4 feet in the direction of the draft 
apparatus within 30 seconds. There may not be a greater than 90 degree 
variance to either side while backing up. 

c) The handler hitches the dog to the draft apparatus and the judge inspects the 
equipment at this point. When the dog is completely hitched, the judge will 
indicate that the dog and handler are to move to a predetermined location at 



least 20 feet ahead and stop. When the dog and handler reach the location, 
the judge will call exercise finished.  

d) Judges call will be: harness your dog, back your dog, hitch your dog, move 
forward to the next position and halt, exercise finished.   
 

(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Harnessing, Hitching & Equipment Check 
   

 Handler physically guides dog during the exercise, with the exception of the 
necessary contact during hitching 

 Dog refuses to accompany handler to harnessing or hitching area 

 Dog leaves location where told to stay while handler gets harness 

 Dog is uncooperative during harnessing 

 Uncooperative during hitching 

 Command refusal at any time 

 Fails to back up within 30 seconds 

 Dog changes direction greater than 90 degrees upon backing up 

 Handler does not properly harness or hitch the dog to the apparatus 

 Harness does not fit properly 

 The hitch is unsafe 

 Apparatus balance is unsafe or causes the dog trouble while working 

 Equipment is of poor design or in need of repair 

 Draft equipment selected by handler is inappropriate for site 

 Equipment breaks in a manner that could not be anticipated and repaired by the 
handler within ten minutes without assistance 

 
C. Hitched Stay & Freight Load and Unload:  

a) The Hitched Stay will be performed as a group stay while dogs are hitched. 
The times for the stay for each division is as follows: Novice 1 minute at a 
distance of 40 feet, Intermediate 2 minutes at a distance of 40 feet and 
Open 3 minutes at a distance of 40 feet. The handler will have the choice 
of position for the dog to stay in.  

b) Freight Load & Unload; The Judge or Ring Steward will greet the handler, 
and give the handler a lightweight load, (a blanket or quilt, with a limit of 5 
lbs.) and then leaves. The handler will then command the dog to stand and 
secures the load in the apparatus. The team will then traverse a small 
course consisting of a right and left turn, with a 1 foot back up to another 
part of the ring. The handler will then command dog to stay, unload 
freight and leave the dog at a distance of 5 feet to deliver freight to Ring 
steward or Judge. The Judge’s commands will be: Halt, load your cart, 
forward, halt, unload your cart, exercise finished. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Hitched Stay & Freight Load and Unload 
 

 Dog does not halt 

 Dog does not stay 

 Dog does not cooperate for loading 

 Dog refuses to pull 

 Load falls off/out of rig 

 Dog does not stay in position for greeting 

 Dog shows aggression and/or shyness 

 Dog does not cooperate for unloading 

 Dog upsets the draft rig/apparatus 

 Handler physically jerks or guides the dog 

 Consistent tight leash 
 

D. Maneuvering Course & Basic Commands:  The course must cover at least 
150 yards or 450 feet total and be clearly marked. The course must have circular 
patterns, broad curves, ninety-degree turns (one to the left and one to the right), 
at least (2) two narrow areas six or more feet long (one low to the ground i.e. low 
stacked logs or similar and one high stacked i.e. hay-bales at least 3 feet high, 
removable obstacle, pace change section and a back-up section for a change of 
direction. It may also include as many natural features as possible.  There are no 
time limits to complete this course. In Novice the course is flat and may be held 
indoors or outdoors on as flat of land as possible. In Intermediate and Open the 
course must be out doors and utilize hills and valleys along with required weight 
for their divisions.  

a) The handler may work in front of, behind, beside or any combination of 
these positions. The handler may not impede the dog’s forward progress at 
any time. This includes stepping in front of the dog to enforce a halt or 
stepping in front of a dog that tries to change direction against the 
handler’s command.  

b) If a dog’s apparatus bumps an object, cone, tree, etc., and the dog obeys 
the handler’s commands in dislodging it, the judges will pass the dog. This 
is a one- time occurrence, should the bumping occur twice the dog will fail. 

c) At least one of the narrow areas should be adjusted to be twelve (12) 
inches wider than the widest point of each dog and apparatus. Other 
narrow areas may be wider. 

d) At the removable obstacle the dog waits, upon handler command, for the 
handler to remove the obstacle and the dog waits until the handler 
instructs the dog to move through the passageway.  The judge will instruct 
the handler to leave the dog and replace the obstacle in its position. 

e) The handler may not touch the draft apparatus unless special permission 
is granted from the judges, and then only if negotiation of a maneuver 
exceeds the dog’s ability or if the equipment requires assistance in passing 
an obstacle, i.e. a curb. Once the area is passed the handler must release 
their hand from the apparatus. 



f) Dog must begin backing within 30 seconds. The backup section must be a 
minimum of 3 feet. If draft apparatus is a sled or travois, the dog must 
back a minimum of 1 foot. The judge will decide whether an apparatus and 
harness are appropriate for the dog to be required to back its apparatus. 

g) The pace change sections will be the same for the entire class and may be 
clearly marked or the judge will call off the commands to slow, halt and 
back up. The commands may be spread out through the course and need 
not be back to back. 

h) The judge’s call will be: are you ready? , haul forward, haul slowly, stop, 
back your dog and exercise finished.  

 
(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Maneuvering Course & Basic Commands 

 

 The dog’s apparatus bumps an object more than once 

 Handler impedes the dog’s forward movement by moving in front of the dog to 
enforce a halt or change of direction command 

 Handler touches the dog or apparatus with the judge’s permission 

 Dog refuses to accompany handler 

 Dog does not obey commands given by handler 

 Dog or apparatus  bumps handler  

 Dog refuses to back the required course or distance within 30 seconds of 
command or at all 

 Dog tries to pass removable object without waiting for handler to move it, does 
not wait for handler’s command to move forward or does not stay while the 
handler returns the obstacle to original position 

 Dog upsets apparatus 

 Equipment breaks in a manner that could not be anticipated and cannot be 
repaired without assistance within ten minutes 

 
E. Distance Freight Haul: This is a group event with a maximum of 10 dogs per 

group. Each dog will haul a loaded apparatus with their weight division required 
weight for a distance of at least ¾ mile. Each handler and dog will start the 
course in catalog order with an assigned steward. As the dogs begin the trail, 
judges may allow the dogs/teams to find their position within the group 
according to each handler and dog’s working speed. Each dog and handler must 
be within sight of a judge or steward at all times. The course may vary in terrain, 
texture of terrain and level, i.e. hills, valleys, etc. There is no time limit on the 
course as long as the dog is working. If the dog stops pulling at any point along 
the test route, the handler has one minute to get the dog moving again. With the 
judge’s permission the handler may stop the dog at the side of the course to rest 
briefly. At that time the judge may allow other teams to pass. With the judge’s 
permission the handler may touch the draft rig/apparatus in order to lift it over 
an obstruction such as a curb. The handler may work in front, behind, beside or 
any combination as long as the handler does not impede the dog’s forward 
movement at any time. At the completion of the distance freight haul, the handler 
will wait for a judge to verify that the dog cooperates with the handler while being 



unhitched from the draft apparatus. Once the dog is unhitched, a judge will order 
the handler to check the dog’s paws and state that the exercise is finished. With 
permission from the judge, the handler may unload the freight before unhitching.  
 

(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Distance Freight Haul 
 

 Handler impedes dogs forward progress 

 Handler guides dog 

 Rig is upset 

 Dog refuses 

 Dog bumps stewards or handler 

 Dog cannot comfortably haul load 

 Dog does not cooperate during unloading 

 Equipment breaks down and cannot be fixed within ten minutes without 
assistance 

 
F. Distractions: While the team is working, two distractions, one auditory and one 

visual, shall occur no less than 10 feet from the dog. The dog may stop and watch 
the distraction, but may not divert from any course being performed. The handler 
may speak to the dog concerning the distractions without penalty. If the dog has 
stopped to watch the distraction/s, the handler must encourage the dog to 
proceed with the exercise. The distractions can occur anywhere during the test at 
any phase and will be the same for the entire class. They must be of everyday 
occurrences. Examples of both are: 

a) Auditory:  ringing bell, radio, car, bicycle, horn, banging pans, crinkly 
food bag, squeaky toy, musical instrument 

b) Visual: camera flash, flag, another animal on leash, ball, toy, wheels, 
bicycle, walker, jogger, reflection of light 

 
(DQ) Disqualifying Reasons for Distraction 

 

 Dog changes direction in response to a distraction 

 Dob moves a stationary rig in response to a distraction 

 Dog chases distractions 

 Dog is fearful 

 Dog is aggressive 

 Dog upsets draft rig 

 Dog refuses to resume the exercise after the distraction 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 


